Sudden pacemaker failure.
Two cases of sudden pacemaker failure due to fractured wires supplying power to the generator are described. Both devices were Kappa KD703 (Medtronic Inc., Minneapolis, MN, USA) implanted in a prepectoral subcutaneous pocket. In 2002, Medtronic issued an advisory regarding Kappa 700/600 devices. A number of these devices, all subpectoral implants, had presented with intermittent or no output due to fractured wires supplying power to the devices, leading to recommendations to replace susceptible devices in pacemaker-dependent patients. These two cases may warrant extension of this advisory to include all these devices, regardless of implant location.